THE TRUE PATRIOT

Mrs. Fielding cauglit a fever, it is said, and died there in
her husband's arms. Her body was brought to London and
buried, on November 14, 1744, in the chancel vault at St.
Martin's in the Fields by the side of her daughter Charlotte.
An account of the last honours paid to her may be read in
the sexton's book, along with the expenses, amounting to
eleven pounds, seventeen shillings, and twopence for the
tolling of the great bell, for lighted candles, for blacks, and
for all the ceremonial accorded to noble families. This
fine and beautiful spirit that broke under hardships and
misfortunes which could not be averted, was to win certain
immortality in the memorial that her husband raised for
her under the names of Sophia Western and Amelia Booth.

Fielding's grief at the loss of his wife was so vehement,
says Murphy, that his friends thought him "in danger of
losing his reason." But "when the first emotions of his
sorrow were abated, philosophy administered her aid; his
resolution returned, and he began again to struggle with
his fortune.'' In the same tenor wrote Lady Louisa Stuart,
who repeated what she had heard said by her mother,
the daughter of Fielding's cousin, Lady Mary "Wortley
Montagu. This period of intense grief, which at first
"approached to frenzy,"* lasted for nearly a year, during
which we have no public utterance from or about Fielding.

But soon after the death of his wife, he took a house,
Mr. de Castro has discovered, in Old Boswell Court, lying
between Carey Street and Butcher Eow arid now forming a
part of the site of the Eoyal Courts of Justice. "Within easy
reach of all the great Inns, it was a favourite place of
residence for lawyers. Of Fielding's neighbours, Mr.
Justice Wright and Serjeant Wynne (whose house was
next to his) had subscribed to his "Miscellanies," Serjeant
Leeds enjoyed a large practice, and Mr. Thomas Lane,
whom Fielding afterwards mentioned in a letter, was Chair-

* "Letters and Works of Lady Mary Wortley Montagu/' 1861, I, 106.
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